130          CONTEMPT FOR INTERNATIONAL LAW.

Government in blockading Keddah and assisting the
Siamese, whilst the stipulations of the treaty with
Keddah, under which England holds Pulo Penang
and Province "Wellesley, especially provide that
England shoxild defend Keddah from any enemy
coming by sea.*

The motive for this action of the British Govern-
ment, so much in opposition to the treaty engage-
ments, was the desire to obtain a commercial treaty
with Siam: this policy, nevertheless, entirely failed
in its object, and a commercial treaty was not
negotiated with Siam till many years later. Still
more recently a similar abuse of jurisdiction took
place at Singapore. An action was brought into
court there against the ruler of Johore, for acts of
his in Johore complained of by a Chinaman. Judg-
ment was given against the ruler of Johore: this
decision was, however, reversed at Calcutta, where it
was ruled that the court had no jurisdiction in the
matter.

A most flagrant violation of international rights
was committed in the summer of 1864, by the
French Consul at Tunis, who "warned off/7 and
attempted to prevent the landing of, the Ottoman

* An additional illegality was perpetrated against this ruler of
Keddah, for after this trial and acquittal, instead of being released,
Tunku Mahomed Said -was detained a prisoner for many years;
which imprisonment was wholly illegal.